222                        Clothmaking

and the Abbot, the people claiming the right to full
their coarse and common cloths where they pleased and
the Abbot trying to force them to use his fulling mill.
The monastery officials went' to the house of Henry
atte Gate in Fullerstrete and seized a russet cloth because
he had put up a perch (truncum) for fulling cloth in his
house. The townsmen made a general levy to raise
money for fighting the question, and took advantage of
a visit of the popular Queen Eleanor to the Abbey to
appeal to her, the women, ' whose attack was to be
feared, since it is hard satisfactorily to calm the anger
of women,' taking a leading part in the appeal. The
monks retorted by organizing prayers and processions
and by the even more effective invocation of the law,
which decided in their favour.1 By the regulations of
the fullers' gild of Lincoln recorded in 1389,2 no fuller
was to * work in the trough', that is to say, to walk the
cloth, and a further rule forbade any man to work at the
perch with a woman, unless she were the wife of a master
or her handmaid. Probably the intention of this last
rule was to put a stop to the employment of cheap female
labour, 4 by the whiche many . . . likkely men to do the
Kyng servis in his warris and in the defence of this his
lond, and sufficiently lorned in the seid crafte, gothe
vagaraunt and unoccupied and may not have thar
labour to ther levyng '.3 On the other hand, we find
John Graunt paying 8d. maltote at Hythe in 1414 for
the craft of a c tokehere ' (tucker, or fuller) exercised by
1  Gesta Abbatum, i. 410.
2  Toulmin Smith, Engl. Gilds,  179.    The gild was founded in
1297, but this regulation was probably of later date.
3  Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 127.